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OPPOSITION AT MORRISTOWN. 
» Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine 
a vain thing?” Ps. ii. 1. 

Inthe month of October, the Editor of this Paper 
yited the friends of Truth at Morristown, (N. J.) 
and delivered three lectures on the character and 
purposes of God, commenting on some of the most 
prominent passages which are considered as objec- 
tions to the doctrine of the salvation of all men in 
Christ. The inhabitants of Moristown, generally, 

re professors of the Presbyterian faith. There is, 
however, in addition to the Presbyterian Meeting 
House, a house called a Baptist Church; and occa- 
jonally opened for worship. ‘This house is consid- 
eed and said to be free to all denominations of 
Christians. On application, the event proved that 
itwas free to a part. Universalists were not re- 
carded as better than Hottentots! The large halls, 
or rooms in public houses, were also impenetrable. 
Teachers of Academies were also subject to the 
ban of the predominant party, and could not be 
expected to hazard their existence as citizens, by 
receiving those who, like their Divine Master and 
his immediate disciples, were considered as the 
“ofscourings of the earth!” A private house, con- 
venient for the accommodation of a goodly number, 
was cheerfully offered, and a goodly number attend- 
ed. The Editor of the Paper printed at Morristown, 
although of a different persuasion, published, as 
usual, gratis, a notice of the meeting the week pre- 
ceding. It is matter for regret, that the spirit of 
Christian charity manifested by this gentleman, is 
not more common and extensive. This meeting 
was pleasant to the believers in God’s Universal 
Salvation, and we believe, not altogether unaccept- 
able to numbers, whose education and lot in life has 
obscured their minds in the darkness of modern 
orthodoxy. 

On Saturday, November 9, we again visited our 
friends at Morristown. A Schoolhouse, sufficient 
for the accominodation of a considerable number 
of persons, was obtained; (that is, the consent of 
the teacher was obtained ;) and the Editor of the 
Morristown paper was requested to publish a notice 
of the meeting, place, &c. in his paper on the Wed- 
nesday preceding. This gentleman declined doing 
so. Consequently, the advertisement was paid for, 
and, as a matter of course, inserted. 

For ourselves, we expect nothing ‘from our bre- 
thren, whose minds are darkened with error. We 
are more surprised at the charitable and generous 
indulgence in the first instance, than at the refusal 
in the last. Our Master, Jesus Christ, was crucified ! 


false prophets. 


cruel treatment! We preach his doctrine—profess 
his faith—and we must expect to be buffetted and 
maltreated by an ignorant and unbelieving world! 
Our Master hath said, “ Wo unto you when all men 
shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the 
If the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own: but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world, therefore, the world hateth you. Re- 
member the word that I said unto you, The servant 
is not greater than hislord. If they have persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you; if they have kept 
my saying, they wil] keep your’s also. But all these 
things will they do unto you for my,name’s sake, 
because they know not him that sent me.”* (Luke vi. 
26. John xv. 18-21.) Reader, “ What shall we say 
to these things?” (Ans) “If God be for us, who can 
be against us? He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely (not conditionally) give us all 
things?” (Rom. viii.) 

To continue our narrative: The notice of the last 
meeting at Morristown, stated, that the service 
would be on Saturday evening, and on Sunday 
morning, afternoon, and evening, at the School- 
house before mentioned. On arriving at Mor- 
ristown, on Saturday evening, abant the hour of 
worship, we were informed, that the Schoolhouse 
could not be obtained! Some of our Presbyterian 
friends in the heat of their zeal, for what we know 
they misiakingly suppose to be truth, threatened the 
Teacher that they would withdraw their children 
from his school, if he suffered the Universalists to 
meet in his house! He, as a matter of course, capit- 
ulated to a superior force! The gentleman who 
edits the paper at Morristown, was also waited on, 
and threatened, that if he published the Universal- 
ists’ notice, for their meeting, his paper would be 
dropped! Now we would calmly ask our friends, 
who are so much excited to trouble us, whether they 
think the “same mind is in them, which was in Je- 
sus?” Whether they have not departed from the 
love and simplicity of Christ’s disciples? The dis- 
ciples of Christ entreated and persuaded men! Ah, 








* Christ “made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant.” Therefore, ‘let all those who 
would make themselves of great reputation, and take the 
form of gentlemen-masters, ollow Calvin, Hopkins, Armi- 
nius, &e. but, not Christ! On the other hand, let all those 
who prefer the kingdom of God to the kingdom of this wasld, 
and who prefer the peace which passeth understanding, to 
the peace of Calvin and Co.'s creation, which is extracted 
from doubts and fears, follow Christ! Fear God, and trust 
Him. He who taketh cognizance of the fall of a ene t 
will not forget you; but will cover you with His Panoply, 





His immediate followers suffered a like, or a similar 


and shield you with his Omnipeteace ' 
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iny friends! las! for you, you threaten them!!! 
Do you profess to be the disciples of Christ? He 
He coadescended 
Pity dweit in 


was meek and lowly in mind. 
to eat with publicans and sinners. 
bis bosom, and love, stronger than death, filled his 
heart, and burst from his lips, when his enemies 
exultingly nailed him to the cross—while the pur- 
ple torrent gushed from his side, and life ebbed out 
in agony at every pore, he cried, “ Father, Forcive 
Tuem, for they know not what they do!” Are you 


the elect of God? “ Put on, therefore, as the elect of 


God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind- 
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness longsuffering ; 
forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any: even as 
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all 
these things pul on CHARITY, which is the bond 
of perfectness.” (Col. iii. 12-14.) 

Being debarred the privilege of meeting in the 
Schoolhouse, our brother Woolley’s dwelling-house 
was prepared, and a few friends composed our con- 
gregation on Saturday evening. The meeting on 
Sunday morning was necessarily thin, from the cir- 
cumstance of the Schoolhouse being shut, and no 
notice given of any other place being provided for 
our accommodation. But, in the afternoon, the 
house was crowded; and in the evening, a greater 
number assembled than on any former occasion! 

On Saturday evening, a gentleman, Mr. M’ C. 
waited on and informed us, that, agreeably to the 
notice in the paper,* he tendered in writing, objec- 
tions to our doctrine, wishing they might be repliec 
to in public, &c. On receiving our assurance rela- 
tive thereto, he apologized for his haste, and retired. 
The paper handed was anonymous. A fiend 
present recognized the hand writing of Doctor 
L. a member of the Presbyterian church at that 
place. On Sunday morning, about the time of wor- 
ship, Mr. M’ C, called, and acknowledged the objec- 
tions to be written by Doctor Lewis. He wished to 
know the time when they would be replied to; and 
stated that Doctor L. and himself would be present. 
He was told, they would be answered in the evening. 
The meeting to commence at ‘early candle light. 
He then retired. Notice was accordingly given, at 
the conclusion of the afternoon service, that the 
objections would be replied to in the evening; it 
being understood, that the writer of them should be 
present. The evening came—the house was crowded 
—Mr. M’C. appeared, and said, that Doctor L. 
would not be present. On being informed of the 
following arrangement, he acquiesced: The paper 
was read in public. The audience was then in- 
formed, that Dr. L. had declined attending. There- 
fore the objections should be published in the Gos- 
pe. Heracp, answered effectually, and one hun- 
dred extra copies forwarded and distributed in Mor- 
ristown, to the inhabitants, free of expense. The 
Doctrine of the Alonement by Jesus Christ, as taught 
in the Scriptures, was then discussed in the presence 
of a crowded and very attentive audience, and a 





* The notice in the paper was to this effect. Any person 
sincerely questioning the truth of the doctrine of God's Uni- 
versal Love, who shail propose questions, &c. shall be re- 
plied to with candour, &c 





few minutes past nine o’clock, the mecting oy 
missed. We trust Doctor L. will not dissent en 
our mode of proceeding in this case; nor urge ths 
tact of his being present, during the evening, and 
our obligation to reply to his objections at the 
time, on the plea that he was outside the house , 
a window: For we assure him we did not s 


sce him 
there, although he was seen by ethers! 


ear 


The following is a true copy of Dr. L.'s Objections 
Mer. H. Firz, 

Sirn,—Entertaining no doubt, myself, of the yp). 
versal love of God towards his creature, may 
nevertheless there arises in my mind, certain dig, 
culties in the way of the impenitent sinner’s fing 
happiness in the world to come, which I cannot ye. 
coneile with your sclieme of Universal Restoration 
As you have invited free inquiry in your pablic ap 
nunciation, I take the liberty to propose tie few fo} 
lowing questions, to be solved, if agreeable two vou 


‘ 


in the course of your public exercises on the y 
proaching Sabbath. 

(1.) What is the difference between a righteoy 
man and a wicked man? and whether wili aot this 
characteristic distinction follow tiem to the bar of 
judgment, and will not Christ, the Judge, part in, 
righteous trom the wicked, and say to the forwer, 
“ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king. 
dom prepared for you;” to the latter, “ Depart 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, where shall be we ep 
ing and wailing and gnashing of teeth ?” 

(2.) Have we not in Holy Writ, the testimony of 
the Spirit, that many persons, as the patriarchs aad 
prophets, &c. lived and died the death of the right- 
eous; of whom it is written, their last end js 
peace? And again, Have we not the certainty that 


’ of which character 


many “ died as the fool dieth ?’ 
was Cain, Pharaoh, Judas, Jezebel, &c. whose des- 
tiny, there is no doubt, was the same with that of 
the rich glutton, who lifted up his eyes in hell, be- 


ing tormented, and saw Lazarus and father Absa 


ham in glory afar off ? 

(3.) What kind of a moral Governor musi tl 
Judge of the whole earth be, who will reward with 
endless felicity the murderer, the blasphemer, th: 
aduiterer, the drunkard, the thief, equally wit! 
those, who “to their faith added virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, biotherly-kindness and cha- 
rity?” And why do not earthly governors put 
way, in imitation of the great Arbiter of the unt- 
verse, whips, prisons, and gallows; and dispense 
rewards and favour, equally to the bad as to th 
rood? Please to define virtue and vice ; and esp 
cially show the nature of rewards and punishments 

(4.) If it shall finally, that is in the world to come, 
fare as well with the wicked as with the righteous, 
and the workers of iniquity receive not fhen the 
just recompense of reward; for here we sce the 
wicked often escape deserved punishment, what 
security, Sir, have you, or I, that the first malicious 
wretch we may meet in the streets, may not cu! 
our throats ? Especially, since if he should be de- 
tected, and be hanged, why, he will but the soon 
be transplanted to the paradise of God ! 
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a ats 
3.) Who did the apostle Peter allude to, when he 


~ote thus, —“* There shall be false teachers among 
-ot, Who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, 
ad many shall follow their pernicious ways, by 
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spo- 


. - . 4 
yon of; but whose judgment now of a long tim 


jagereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 
Fo f God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and delivered them into 
chains of darkness to be reserved unto judgment, 
bow f.eu cam these escape, who are presumptuous, 
and self-willed, sporting themselves with their own 
jeceivings, having eyes tull of adultery, and that 
apnot cease fom sin, beguiling unstable souls, 
cursed children, wells without water, clouds that 
are carried with a tempest, to whom is reserved the 
mists of darkness for ever !” 

A dreadful picture, truly, St. Peter gives of them, 
nd seems to apply it to certain, who have “ once 
known the way of righteousness and have turned 
fom the holy commandment delivered unto them.” 

REPLY. 

Doctor L., in his exordium, acknowledges and 
professes his belief in “the Universal Love of God 
towards his creature man.” He declares, he “ enter- 
wins no doubt” of this. This is as much as we can 
av! Therefore, it is certain that Doctor L., if sin- 

rein his profession of faith, and understands the 
import of the words he uses, is a Universalist! Does 
God love all his offspring, man? Then we are 
“persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
ther creature, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Rom. viii. 38, 39.) It is surprising that Dr. L., 
after professing himself a Universalist, should ob- 
ject to the doctrine! The Doctor says, “There 
arises in my mind, certain difficulties in the way of 
the impenitent sinner’s final happiness in the world 
to come, Which I cannot reconcile with your scheme 
of Universal restoration.” Let us see if we cannot 
reconcile the difficulties with the Doctor’s scheme. 
His scheme is, that God, with whom “there is no 
variableness neither shadow of turning,” loves all. 
His love is universal. He is the Father of all. (Scée 
Matt, xxiii. 9. Acts xvii. 22-28.) Will God mak: 
those endlessly miserable whom he loves? Will Dr. 
L. make his children miserable for their disobedi- 
eace? Will he continue this misery without regard 
to their Welfare? Will he pretend, after doing this, 
that he loves them? Who would believe him? 
Read the character of God, as the Father of man- 
kind, remembering that “He is good to all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works: Heb xii. 
6-10. “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, 
and seourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with 
sons: for what son is he whom the Father chasten- 
eth not? But if ye be without chastisement, where- 
ofall are partakers, then are ye bastards and not 
sons. Furthermore, we have bad fathers of our 
flesh, which corrected us, and we gave them rever- 
ence: and shall we not much rather be in subjec- 


tion unto the Father of spirits aad live ? For they 
verily for a few days chastened us after their own 
pleasure ; but he for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness.” Dr. L. says, God’s love 
isuniversal. Paul says, “Whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth.” The reason assigned is, not that men 
shall be made endlessly miserable, but that they 
“might be partahers of His Holiness.” Reaily, 
if Dr. L. is not a Universalist, it cannot be for 
iny deficiency in profession, but in sincerity! God 
loves the impenitent sinner. He chastens those 
whom he loves; and the motive is, that they may 
be partakers of His holiness! Is God deficient 
in wisdom, or power, or goodness? If not, depend 
upon it, “his counsel shall stand, and he will do all 
his pleasure.” (See Rev. iv. 11. Ephes. i. 9, 10.) 
Doctor L.’s first interrsgatory is as follows :— 
“ What is the difference between a righteous man, 
and a wicked man?” Ans. The same difference 
there is between love and hatred. Mercy and cruelty. 
Happiness and misery! ~The righteous man loves, 
is merciful, and would confer happiness. The wicked 
man hates, is cruel, and would make miserable. 
The righteous man, comparatively, is like God. The 
wicked man is like the Devil! God is a Saviour. 
The Devil isa destroyer. The righteous man would 
save. The wicked man would destroy ! This “ char- 
acteristic distinction follows them to the bar of judg- 
ment.” About 1800 years have rolled away, since 
Christ declared, “.Vow is the judgment of this 
world; now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out. And I,if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all unto me.” John xii. 31, 32. We are in- 
structed in Rev. xiv. 6, 7, that the judgment com- 
menced with the preaching of the Gospel. “ And I 
saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having 
the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to him: for the hour of 
his judgment is come: and worship him that made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of 
waters.” Dr. L. will recollect the original word, 
rendered judgment in this passage, is in others 
translated damnation. Particulaly in John vy. 29. 
By consulting Palm xevi. vou will learn, that 
the judgment of God will eventuate in the joy 
and happiness of all mankind. If Dr. L. should 
dissent from this view, he must nevertheless admit, 
that, according to his conception of the judgment 
being posterior to this mode of being, at the con- 
summation of all things, the Gospel will then be 
preached “unto them that dwell on the earth, and 
to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and peo- 
ple!” Will Dr. L. concede that these expressions 
include all men? What, according to the common 
opinion of judgment, damnation, and endless mise- 
ry, &c. &e. shall the gospel be preached for, and 
who to? Will the saved, in heaven, at the time, 
need it? The damned in your endless hell, of 
what avail will it be to them? Why, at that time 
call upon all to fear God, and give glory to Him, if 
the saved have already done this, and the damned 








never can? These, Sir, are questions of vast import. 
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They involve, of necessity, principles and conclu- 
sions, which destroy in a moment the fine spun the- 
ories, and absurd conclusions of nen! “Vow, is the 
judgment of this world.” The vaice of men de- 
clares, that Christ, the Lamb of God, shall come 
with the ferocity and cruelty of the tiger, and with 
implacable fury, consign myriads of the “pur- 
chased possession” to an endless hell! Not so, 
the voice of Inspiration. That speaks of a Jesus, 
whom “the heaven must receive (retain) until the 
times of RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS, which God 
(not man) hath spoken by the mouth of all His 
holy prophets since the world began.” Acts iii. 21. 
Compare this with 1 Tim, ii. 1-6. Ephes. i. 10. 
Rev. v. 13. Isa. xlv, 22-25. Col. i. 19, 20. Phil. ii. 
10,11. Rom. x. 6-10; xiv. 7-9, The kingdom 
spoken of, is the Gospel church state in this mode 
of being. For proof of which, see Rev. xxi. Heb. 
xii. 22,23. For evidence that Christ came (not in 
person) but with his angels (or messengers, the 
apostles, &e.) at the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
temple, &c. see Matt. xvi. 27, 28; xxiv. 30-35. 
Luke xxi. 20-33, 

Doctor L,’s paragraph marked commences 
with asking, whether we have not the testimony of 
the Spirit in Holy Writ, that “ many persons lived 
and died the death of the righteous?” The Dr.’s 
interrogatory is rather ambiguous. We do not un- 
derstand how the patriarchs could live the death of 
the righteous! If Dr. L. meant to say, they lived a 
righteous life, we shall admit, that during some time 
of their life they were righteous. Righteousness 
and mercy are synonymous terms. “ Biessed are 
the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” We be- 
lieve the merciful man, only, can die in peace. To 
the interrogatory, “ Have we not the certainty that 
many ‘died as the fool dieth,’” &c, We answer— 
If by certainty Dr. L. means testimony from the 
Scriptures, we say, no! The Scriptures assert no 
such thing. The Doctor, however, taking this for 
granted, says, of the many whom he has certainty 
of their dying as fools, “ whose destiny there is no 
doubt was the same with that+of the rick glutton,” 
&ec. The Doctor should be explicit on this head. 
Universalists are in the practice of accepting and 
offering to others, testimony from the Scriptures. 
Now, unfortunately for Doctor L. the Scriptures 
are silent, so far as “rich gluttons” are concerned. 
The words “rich glutton” nowhere occur in the 
Bible! We read, Prov. xxiii. 21,“ The drunkard 
and the glutton shall come to poyerty.” Not “lift 
up his eyes in hell!” We recommend to Doctor L. 
to read his Bible, and to prefer its declarations and 
doctrines to modern sentiments and crooked opi- 
nions. We conjecture, however, that Doctor L. 
alluded to the rich man spoken of in Luke xvi. We 
know of no Lexicographer who has written glutton 
and man as synonymous terms! We read of a rich 
man, who “ fared sumptuously every day.” There 
are many clergymen in this city who “ fare sumptu- 
ously every day.” Dr, L. may “ fare sumptuously 
every day,” and not be a glutton. 

Of this parable we have only room to remark, 
that the rich man is figurative of the Jewish high 


Qo 


a 


= 
priest, who was the representative of the Jewish y,. 
tion. The beggar,* or Lazarus, of the Gentile », 
tions. The riches of the man who fared sumptyoys. 
ly, consisted in his knowledge of God. The poverts 
of the beggar, ir his ignorance of God. The deary 
of the rich man, the end of the Jewish or Mosaic djs. 
pensation, destruction of their city, temple, power, 
&e. His burial, judicial darkness, or blindness oj 
mind, to the things that belong to their peace ; a) 
which are now hid from their eyes. The grave, ,), 
and not hell, is the place chosen to designate the jg. 
norance and blindness of the Jews. The bez», 
died, but was not buried. Had he been buries, 
strange to relate, he would have been in hell! (Ty, 
word rendered hell in this passage being the sane 
translated grave, in 1 Cor. xv. 55.) The bosom 9) 
Abraham is figurative of the faith of Abraham. Thy 
Gentiles were delivered from their miserable star. 
by the knowledge of the Gospel of peace. 

If it is contended, the passage is literal, a parry 
tive of an actual event, which happened unto th 
parties, and not a parable, and figurative, then \ 
must be conceded, that the grave is a literal hell 
Abraham’s bosom a literal heaven. Surely it ey». 
not hold more than the beggar, Lazarus! and Abra. 
ham must have been very large, or Lazarus very 
small, even to accommodate him. Now there is no 
so much as one word in the parable about heaven 
or hell. We, however, shall not only admit, bu: 
contend, that these Jews, prefigured by the rich 
man, are or have been, actually in hell, as was Do. 
vid. See Psa. Ixxxvi. 13. Hell-fire is explained 
by James iii. 6. “ And the tongue is a_ fire, a world 
of iniquity: so is the tongue among our mem)ers, 
that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on jr 
the course of nature: and it (the tongue,) is set on 
fire of hell.” Surely here is a flame to torment the 
rich man, or Jews, which nothing can quench but 
the water of the Gospel. We therefore see, that a 
man can have hell-fire in his mouth! For a particv- 
lar exposition of this parable, and a comment on the 
whole chapter, see our First Volume. 

Doctor L.’s paragraph marked 3, is introduce? 
by interrogating relative to the moral Governor oi 
the universe, &c. The reader will please tum w 
it; p. 218, col,2. Dr. L, will please to recollect 
that David was a murderer, and adulterer. Paul 2 
blasphemer. Noah adrunkard. The man to whom 
Christ promised paradise, a thief! Now, Doct, 
presuming you have added to your faith virtue, &. 
&e. “ what kind of a moral Governor must the Judge 
of the whole earth be, who will reward with endless 
felicity,” these men, equally with you? We can 
answer this question, Sir. It must be a Governor 
whose wisdom is sufficient to discern, that you are 
no better than they were. That you, if he had not 
restrained you, would have been as criminal as the). 
And it must be a Governor, whose moral sense of 
right and wrong, will not permit him to reward you 
for virtnes not your own!!! Sir, the Scriptures 
nowhere inform us, that “ endless felicity” is tol 





*Lazarus would come in for the character of the oa 
much better than the rich man. For Solomon says, The 





glutton shal] come to poverty !” 
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given to any man as a reward for his virtues! 
Neither do they declare, that endless misery is to be 
inflicted on any man as a punishment for his vices! 
We, Sir, pledge ourselves to make this assertion 
good, against every thing which you can produce 
to the contrary ; and we offer you the columns of 
this Paper to disprove our assertion. 

To your question, relative to earthly governors 

“putting away W hips, prisons, and gallows, and dis- 
pensing rewards and favours, equally to the bad as 
to the cood,” you, Sir, have to prove, that this is the 
conduct of the Governor of the usivesee. You re- 
quest us to “* define virtue and vice.” -Virtue, Sir, 
is alove of propriety. It is the giving a preference 
to that course of conduct which is most conducive 
It is the effect 
Vice is the 
It is the preferring im- 
proprieties. It consists in giving a mistaken pre- 
ference to that course, which is prejudicial to our 
own and our neighbour’s welfare. To your request, 
to “show the nature of rewards and punishments,” 
we reply—A reward, Sir, differs from a legal pay- 
If you receive, from your equal, five dollars 


to our own and another’s welfare. 


of wisdom in governing our actions. 
consequence of ignorance. 


ment. 
for any service rendered, the person who pays you 
is as much rewarded as youare. The benefit is re- 
ciprocal. But, Sir, is God a party, we ask, in the 
energetic language of an apostle, (Rom. xi. 35, 36.) 
«Who hath first given to him, and it shall be recom- 
pensed unto him again? For ef him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 
forever. Amen.” Therefore, if man can do any 
thing to deserve a boon from God, the glory is 
maa’s; Or at most must be divided between him 
and his Maker! Rewards and punishments sup- 
pose an inequality im the parties. There is the giver 
and the receiver. Not the seller and the buyer. The 
reward is an incentive to emulation, for the good of 
the receiver ; not the giver. A punishment, admit- 
ting the welfare of the recipient is the object in 
view, is to make wise by the experience of the con- 
sequer.ces of wrong-doing. Agreeably to a pro- 
phet’s‘ declaration—* Before I was afflicted I went 
Do you ask, How far astray? We an- 
swer—{for it was David,) He went so far astray in 
vice, as to suppose the murder of Uriah, and the 
coveting of his wife, would increase his happiness. 
A fatal error! The happiness of the whole is ne- 
cessary to the happiness of each; and vice versa. 
We are farther instructed, that God’s motive in 
chastening, or punishing his creatures, is, that they 
may be partakers of his holiness. A glorious 
purpose this, and worthy of a God! The word 
rendered punishment (see Matt. xxv. 46.) is xonxacw. 
It is impossible to define it unless you introduce in 
the definition the figure of pruning wees, that they 
may bear fruit. In accordance with this, is the de- 
claration of God, by his prophets, relative to the 
very Israelites, who went into age-lasting punish- 
ment.—Isa. xxxi. 9. “ Whose fire is in Zion, and 
his furnace in Jerusalem.” x\viii. 10. “ Behold, I 
have refined thee, but not with silver : (Missiona- 
ries mode of refining. They can refine none, un- 


astray.” 


‘ss with silver!) I have chosen thee in the fur- 





nace of affliction.” Ezek. xxii. 18. “ Son of man, 
the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they 
are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of 
the furnace ; they are even the dross of silver.” (See 
the context.) The redemption spoken of, is to re- 
deem them from the dross! Will God doit? He 
speaks! Hear him. “ Let Israel hope in the Lord : 
(For what?) for with the Lord there is mercy, and 
with him there is plenteous redemption. (How 
plenteous ?) And he shall redeem Israel from all 
his iniquities.”. Psa. exxx. Iniquities are dross ! 
The above, Sir, is our, or rather the Scripture ex- 
position of “ rewards and punishments.” 

Dr. L.’s paragraph marked 4, is, as we shall show, 
nothing but dross! Strange as it may seem, it ap- 
pears from Dr. L.’s hypothesis, that our present 
security depends on a future hell! Now, Sir, keep- 
ing a steady eye to your premises, please to an- 
swer—Where was Uriah’s security, when Joab, by 
David’s order, placed him in the forefront of the 
hottest battle, and retired from him, that he might 
be slain? Was not David detected? Was he, for 
this crime, “ the sooner transplanted to the paradise 
of God?” Or was not he “transplanted” to the 
“lowest hell?” God is no respecter of persons. 
Shall we, Sir, conclude, that Uriah had no security, 
because David could be punished in hell in this 
life? Sir, make what use of these facts you will, you 
will realize the truth of the old adage—“ Facts are 
stubborn things!” You say, “Here we see the 
wicked often escape deserved punishment.” Please 
to answer—Cannot the wicked be punished accord- 
ing to their deserts, unless you see it? Do you see 
and know every thing that takes place in the natu- 
ral and moral world? If not, you must concede, 
that the wicked may and are punished, as they de- 
serve, and you not know any thing about it. The 
Scriptures are explicit—* There is no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked.” Isa. lvii. 21. “ Tribula- 
tion and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.” Rom. ii. 9. “He that soweth to his flesh, 
shall of the flesh reap corruption.” (Not out of the 
flesh!) And Paul declares of the wicked, Rom. i. 
27, that they “receive in themselves that recom- 
pense of their error which was meet.” God, by his 
prophet, Ezek. xxii. 31. declares, of the Israelites, 
“Their own way have I recompensed upon their 
heads, saith the Lord.” Amd it is proclaimed, in 
unequivocal language, in Prov. xi. 31, “ Behold, 
the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth ; (not 
in another world,) much more the wicked and the 
sinner!” Now, Sir, what can you do with these 
testimonies! How can you support your hypothe- 
sis, in the face of this evidence! The Scriptures, 
experience, and reason, are against you; therefore 
your dagon falls. 

Your plan of “ transplanting malicious wretches 
from the gallows to the paradise of God,” is de- 
serving of some comment. You, Sir, probably re- 
collect the circumstance of two men who robbed 
the mail, and murdered the driver, notwithstanding 
the poor man supplicated for life, and plead the de- 
pendence of his infant children on him for support. 
Yet the cold-blooded villains destroyed him, unpro- 
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vokedly, on the spot!!! Pray, Sir, who “trans- 
planted them to the paradise of God?” Was it 
Universalists? Did not the disciples of John Cal- 
vin, those sticklers for interminable misery, those 
advocates for an endless hell, promise these wretch- 
es happiness and life? Guarantee them a convoy 
of angels, and place “ Jacob’s ladder,” one end on 
the scaffold, the other in the paradise of God, and 
waft them, on seraph’s wings, to the glories of the 
brightest heaven? Sir, look at home! Are you dis- 
posed to blame and criminate, there is no necessity 
for Universalists being pointed at, and their doc- 
trine scrutinized, to find a peg, on which to hang a 
beacon to warn mankind! Let a wretch be red 
with blood—his soul black with iniquity—his very 
virtues crimsoned with transgression, and his moral 
turpitude beggar description, exhausting the cata- 
logue of human depravity to find an epithet foul 
enough to designate him, and record his name in the 
annals of infamy ;—Shall he despair? Is there no 
one, save Universalists, to “ transplant him to the 
paradise of God?” To make the gallows the pass- 
port to bliss? The moment when the insulted and 
outraged laws drank his blood, and pronounced him 
accursed, the instant of his arrival at the gates of 
heaven? There is! Ask you, Whom? We answer— 
Yourself.—T here lives not the sinner, however in- 
famous and wicked, but you would promise him 
heaven, and impunity for all his crimes, if he will 
but believe as you believe, and subscribe, as you sub- 
scribe, to your favourite creed! We challenge con- 
tradictien, when we say, that no murderer, nor crim- 
inal of any description whatever, is executed, who is 
not previously promised an immediate heaven, on 
condition of believing Calvin’s, Hopkins’s, or Ar- 
minius’s creed!!! Sir, these are Facts! First 
settle the account with your own persuasion, and 
your coadjutors in an endless hell, before you ar- 
raign Universalists at your tribunal, and accuse 
them of that heresy which is the corner-stone in the 
foundation of your own creed! 

Doctor L., in his paragraph numbered 5, interro- 
gates, “ Who did the apostle Peter allude to, when 
he wrote thus 2” We answer—The apostle Peter 
never wrote thus! What, Sir, was your motive for 
disjointing sentences, and emitting the apostle’s 
words? Six, we appeal to your conscience, Did 
not you feel the force of the apostle’s reasoning, as 
applicable to another religious sect than Universal- 
ists ? Was not your omissions, and conjoining of 
dissimilar sentences, the effect of your fears, lest 
you should put a rod into our hands, which should 
make you smart for your temerity? The following 
is the order of your apostle Peter’s writing. 2 Peter 
ii. verse 1, a part of the verse. Verse 2, the whole. 
Verse 3, first part omitted. The word “ But,” sup- 
plied! Then, the residue of the verse quoted. Verse 
4, you copy the whole. You then quit Peter alto- 
gether, where the sentence closes with a semicolon, 
and introduce the following, which is not to be 
found in all Peter’s epistles! Namely—* How can 
these escape, who are presumptuous and self-willed ?” 
You then make a leap, and alight upon the conclu- 
ding sentence of verse 13! Here you cull siz words 


from the sentence, and another jump lands You at 
the 14th verse. There, finding something unplee. 
sant, we presume, you again take to your wings 
fly over two verses, and settle on the 17th; ie 
transposing some of the words, you quote the whole 
verse! You then say, “ A dreadful picture truly,” 
&c. and, as usual, assisting Peter a little, your flight 
terminates by resting at the conclusion of the 21s 
verse. Surely, Sir, it was well said by you, « A 
dreadful picture truly,” but, Doctor L., not S:, Pe. 
ter, was the painter!!! Quere. Did Dr. L, eye, 
read Rev. xxii. 18,19? Here it is, let him look » 
it—(QGr* For I testify unto every man that hearer 
the words of the prophecy of this book, If any may 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto hin 
the plagues that are written in this book : and if ay, 
man shall take away from the words of the hook o 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out oj 
the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from 
the things which are written in this book.” Sir, 
you have both added unto, and taken away from ti 
inspired apostle’s writing! Now, Sir, according w 
your opinion of the application of the passage above. 
quoted from Rey. xxii. 18, 19, what will be your 
fate! How, Sir, would you relish an endless hell: 
Remember, Sir, the judgment shall be meted to you 
again. Into the pit you digged, your own feet are 
taken ! 

We shall answer the interrogatory, “Who dit 
the apostle Peter allude to, when he wrote thus,” by 
an examination of the writings of Christ's apostle 
Peter. This apostle says, “ But there were false 
prophets among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring ia 
damnable heresies, even denying the Lord thet 
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift des- 
truction.” This is the first verse of the chapter. 
The closing verse of the preceding chapter reads as 
follows—* For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man ; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (Holy Spirits 
the proper rendering of the passage.) Then comi- 
mences the words before quoted—* But there were 
false prophets among the people,” &c. At the “old 
time,” before spoken of. The same Peter, (Acts 
iii. 21.) speaking of Jesus, says, “ Whoin the heavea 
must receive (retain) until the times of RESTITUTION 
OF ALL THINGS, which God hath spoken by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world be- 
gan.” This was the prophecy that came in the 
“old time,” by holy men of God.” For all God's 
holy prophets spoke of it. The false prophets who 
were ainong the people of “ old time,” prophesie 
by and of the willofman. They never spoke of the 
“ restitution of all things!” Cannot Doctor L., 
taking the above Scripture criterion, judge, who at 
God’s prophets, and who are the false prophets, and 
false teachers, alluded to by Peter? Sir, we de- 
mand of you an answer—Dare you, in the face o 
this testimony, say, that those teachers who teach 
“ the restitution of all things,” are false teachers‘ 
Dare you, Sir, lay your hand upon your heart—lift 
your eyes to heaven, and in the presence of that 





God who hath spoken of the restitution of all thing*, 
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yy the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began,” deny their testimony, and brand them 
»th the infamous appellation of false prophets, and 
false teachers? Sir, this is a question solemn and 
‘nomentous beyond description! On the truth of 
pis testimony, is suspended the destinies of congre- 
ted worlds! How dare you, Sir, have the temer- 
rv to pervert their testimony ? To call in question 
the solemn asseverations of the Spirit of the living 
God? To throw the gauntlet at the feet of Jeho- 
‘ap, and challenge the wisdom and power of HIM, 
vho maketh “ the clouds his chariot, and rideth 
goon the wings of the wind ?” We tell you, Sir, 
that you are wrong. That your perversions and un- 
belief aim a blow atthe only prop which supports 
the fabric of human hopes, and jeopardises, on a sea 
of peril, the dearest interests of human kind! Sir, 
the testimony of God, by all his holy prophets, is 
the only Truth. In the language of an inspired 
Paul, itis “ The word of Truth, the Gospel of your 
salvation !” (Ephes. i. 13.) If this thing were of 
men, it would come to nought. But it is of God ! 
Whocan overthrow it! Beware, then, lest unhappi- 
iy you be found fighting against God! For he will 
prevail, and you will be dashed to pieces, like a pot- 
; As well might you cover the crater of 
eoraged Etna with a napkin, and smother his sul- 
phureous flames, as oppose your feeble efforts and 
tottering errors, against the oath and power of Om- 
nipotence ! Do you, Sir, again repeat your inter- 
rogatory, “ Who did the apostle Peter allude to 
Answer, vourself, Sii,—View the testimony of “ all 
God's holy prophets since the world began,” and, if 
vou have ventvred to gainsay them, like the con- 
victed David, hear the sentence—* THov art THE 
wan!!! 

The reader must have noticed that Doctor L. 
studiously avoided the words “even denying the 
Lord that bought them,” &c. “and through covet- 
ousness shall they with feigned words, make mer- 
chandize of you,” &c. Is it denying the Lord who 
bought us, to acknowledge his testimony, which He 
hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began? Is it denying him, to be- 
lieve and teach, that God is the Saviour of all men, 
especially of them that believe ? (1 Tim. iv, 9-11.) 
lsit denying him, to confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father? (Phil. ii. 9 
'1.) That “he by the grace of God should taste 
death ior every man?” (Heb. ii. 9.) That in him 
“we have redemption through his blood, the for- 
civeness of sins?” (Ephes.i.7.) Is it not denying 
hum, to deny these his testimonies? Doctor L. will 
please to bear in mind, that they deny the Lord that 
bought them. Bought those who deny him. Read 
the following—“ Jt is a faithful saying, For if we 
be dead with him, we shall also live with him: Ii 
We suffer, we shall also reign with him; if we deny 
him, he will also deny us: If we believe not, yet he 
abideth faithful; he cannot deny himself.” (2 Tim. 
i. 11-13.) Doctor L. can reconcile these testimo- 


ter’s vessel. 


mes with Presbyterianism at his leisure. 


Now for the merchandize! “ Who ave they, in 
our day, who “ with feigned words make merchan- 





dize” of men? Is it Universalists, who declare that 
the salvation of God is free as the air we breathe ? 
Who cry with the prophet, (Isa. lv.) “Ho! every 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price ? And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Rev. 
xxii.) Is this using feigned words, and making 
merchandize of men? Do not they use feigned 
words, who deny the Lord that bought them, and 
His Salvation; who traduce the character of the 
God of Love ; represent Him as the sinner’s enemy, 
and themselves as the sinner’s friend? Who de- 
clare that the heathen will perish endlessly, unless 
a price in money is put into their hands to save 
them? The “Connecticut Evancenicat Ma- 
GAZINE,” (edited by fifteen clergymen of the Pres- 
byterian faith, many of whom are Doctors of Divi- 
nity, and all of them Masters of Arts, so called, and 
dignified Reverend Gentlemen,) declares, that mo- 
ney is an acceptable offering to Christ, that it 
(money) pleads with him for the salvation of souls ; 


page of the book above mentioned.) If this is not 
with feigned words, making merchandize of men, 
we should be glad if Dr. L. would inform us what 
itis. The voice of God is, “I have refined thee, 
but not with silver.” 

The word rendered for ever in 2 Peter ii. 17, is 
awwva, the very word which is translated world, in 
Matt. xii. 832. The time designated ended with the 
Mosaic dispensation, as we have repeatedly and 
abundantly proved. 

Note: Should any person take offence at our 
quotation from Ps. ii. “ Why do the heathen rage,” 
&c. they will recollect, that Jew and Gentile com- 
prises all mankind. To the believers of the Truth, 
at Morristown, we say, Brethren, Go on and prosper. 
God is on your side, therefore, fear not, for men 
cannot prevail against you. We congratulate the 
friends of Truth generally, on this auspicious occa- 
sion. A few days since, and the trumpet of the 
Gospel of “ good tidings which shall be to all peo- 
ple,” first broke the gloom and chased away the 
clouds, which enveloped this town. At our last 
visit, the believers of truth appeared in goodly num- 
bers, after the audience retired, and resolved to pro- 
cure a place for worship. To sit under their own 
vine and fig-tree. A building and ground was ac- 
cordingly designated, and the shares almost imme- 
diately subscribed for, to an amount which makes 
the event gratifying and certain. A few days there- 
fore, will produce a commodious house for the wor- 
ship of “ the God of the whole earth.” 

HALLELUJAH. 
——- 
BIGOTRY. 

The author of the “ Emerald Isle,” in a speech at 
a meeting of the Catholics in Dublin, thus personi- 
fies bigotry: 

“She has no head, and cannot think—no heart, 
and cannot feel! When she moves, it is in wrath— 
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when she pauses, it is amid ruin—her prayers are 
curses—her god is a demon—her communion is 
death—her vengeance is eternity !—her decalogue 
is written in the bload of her victims—and, if she 
stops for a moment in her infernal flight, it is upon 
some kindred rock, to whet her vulture fangs for 
keener rapine, and replume her wings for a more 
sanguinary desolation.” 

This prosopopeia will not suffer in a comparison 
with Milton’s Sin and Death, or Curran’s Infor- 
mex. Plain Truth. 

—<=>-—- 
REMARKS 
ON HEBREWS Vi. 4—6. BY REQUEST OF D. R. 
** For it is impossible for those who were once en- 
lightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and 
have tasted the good word of God, and the powers 
of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to re- 
new them again unto repentance; seeing they 
crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 
put him to an open shame.” 

The reader, in order to an understanding of the 

apostle, will please to examine the context to the 
passage quoted. Consider, that those who fall away, 
fall into the error they once rejected, which is the 
complete reverse of the truth they fall from, and 
which is described in the first verse, as “ laying 
again the foundation of repentance, from dead works, 
and of faith toward God,” &c. &c. In the preceding 
chapter, Paul reproves the Hebrews, saying, “ For 
when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have 
need that one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God,” &c. Consider 
the “first principles of the oracles of God,” to be 
the law as given by Moses. The Hebrews would 
incorporate the law with the Gospel, when the law 
was a ministration unto death, or the letter which 
killeth, and the Gospel is life, given as free as the 
air we breathe! They would make the law the 
foundation instead of the Gospel. The apostle in- 
forms us, in clear and energetic language, what the 
foundation of his repentance js. It isthe “ strong 
meat,” spoken of in the preceding chapter, and 
strong meat it is! Namely—* For when God made 
promise to Abrahain, because he could swear by no 
greater, he sware by himself, saying, Surely, bles- 
sing, I will bless thee, and multiplying, I will multi- 
ply thee. And so after he had patiently endured, 
he obtained the promise. For men verily swear by 
the greater: and an oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all strife. Wherein God willing more 
abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the 
immutability of his counsel, confirmed tt by an oath : 
that by two immutable things, in which it was im- 
possible for God to lie, we might have a strong con- 
solation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon 
the hope set before us: which hope we have as an 
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which 
entereth into that within the veil; whither the fore- 
runner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high- 
priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec.” 

Reader, is not this “ strong meat?” What can 
be stronger than the earn of Jrnoran? This is 
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our “ strong consolation!” This is the hope we 
have laid hold on! The refuge we have fled to! 
Speak! Will it failus? NEVER! Do you ask, 
What is the foundation of your repentance? Ww, 
will first tell you what it is not. It is pot our 
works--nor faith--nor baptism, (Churchman,—_2y) 
nor the laying on of hands, however holy the parson 
may think his hands are,—nor because there js , 
resurrection of the dead—nor the judgment of thy 
age! [This last had a distinctive application t» 
the Jews, who in Paul’s day, believed so much as to 
fear the judgments which were coming upon that 
generation ; and whose fears were the foundation 
of their repentance. Fear of the devil, o1 of hel), 
or of judgment, or suffering, never made one Chris. 
tian, but a great many cowards!!! There can by 
nothing more unlike than a Christian and a coward, 
Than courage and presumption. Than desperation 
and confidence. ] 

Having told what is not the foundation of our re. 
pentance, we now tell what it is. It is “ strong 
meat.” Namely—The promise that all nations ang 
families of the earth shall be blessed in (not out of 
Jesus Christ, who for us has entered within the wil, 
the holy of Holies. The anchor of our soul, both 
sure and steadfast, is there. Where Jesus is, we 
shall soon be! Whocan unmoor us? No povwer, 
unless there is a power which can destroy Ommipo- 
tence. This was Paul’s perfection, to which bis 
eye was “steady as the needle to the pole.” "T\s 
ours! If we let go this, what, we ask, will prove a 
substitute ! How can we be renewed to repentance! 
If we discredit the oath of Jenovan, what shall we 
receive for testimony! If this foundation fails, 
where, O where, shall we find another ! Christ des- 
pised the shame, and endured the cross, to bring 
this life and immortality to light! Is it not suffi 
cient? Shall we again crucify him, by declaring 
that he came and suffered in vain? God forbid! 

Reader, if you require more testimony in illus- 
tration of this passage, read Matt. xvii. 20; xix. 2¢ 
Luke i. 37. Heb. xi. 6. 

—>—_- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Notice is hereby given, that the “ socreTy ror 
THE INVESTIGATION AND ESTABLISHMENT 01 
GOSPEL TRUTH,” will meet on Monday Evening 
next, at six o’clock, for Discussion, at Mr. Toler- 
ton’s Academy, No. 63 Chrystie-street. 

On opening the meeting, an Address will be de 
livered by a member. After which, the subject, 
first in order, will be discussed, &c. 

E. BALDWIN, Chairman. 

Nov. 23, 1822, 

Invitation.—Christians of every sect, are invited 
to attend the Meeting above-mentioned :—*To 


prove aux things,—to hold fast that which is good.” 
— | 


—— 
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